


 
Map #3 

Special Designations 
 
This map layer includes Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs), Research Natural Areas (RNAs), Special Interest Areas 
(SIAs) and Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers (WSR) from the 1987 Forest Plans, as amended. “Proposed” 
wilderness is not included on this map layer as it will be included in the inventoried roadless area evaluation process 
that will be addressed in the revision process. Management considerations for each type of special management area 
are as follows: 
 
Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs)  
IRAs are defined as undeveloped areas typically 
exceeding 5,000 acres that met the minimum criteria for 
wilderness consideration under the Wilderness Act and 
were inventoried during the Forest Service’s Roadless 
Area Review and Evaluation (RARE II) process, 
subsequent assessments, or forest planning. These areas 
are identified in a set of inventoried roadless area maps, 
contained in the Forest Service Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule, Final Environmental Impact 
Statement, Volume 2, dated November, 2000. 
The KNF IRAs are those that were included in the 
Roadless Area Conservation Rule. The KNF inventory 
was completed from 1994 – 1999. Because of a short 
turn-around time, the IPNFs IRAs in the Roadless Area 
Conservation Rule do not show all NEPA projects since 
1987 that caused a reduction in IRA acreages. The 
IPNFs IRAs were re-inventoried in 2001 – 2002 to 
reflect these changes. 
Under the Forest Service Roadless Area Conservation 
Rule, activities that would negatively affect roadless 
values are prohibited. The Roadless Rule: 

 Prohibits new road construction and reconstruction 
in IRAs on NFS lands, except: 

 To protect health and safety in cases of imminent 
threat of flood, fire, or other catastrophic event 
that, without intervention, would cause the loss of 
life or property. 

 To conduct environmental clean up required by 
federal law. 

 To allow for reserved or outstanding rights 
provided for by statute or treaty. 

 To prevent irreparable resource damage by an 
existing road. 

 To rectify existing hazardous road conditions. 
 Where a road is part of a Federal Aid Highway 

project. 
 Where a road is needed in conjunction with the 

continuation, extension, or renewal of a mineral 
lease on lands that are under lease, or for new 
leases issued immediately upon expiration of an 
existing lease. 

 
 
 

 Prohibits cutting, selling, or removing timber 
except: 

 For the cutting, selling, or removal of generally 
small diameter trees which maintains or improves 
roadless characteristics and: 
To improve habitat for threatened, endangered, 
proposed, or sensitive species, or 
To maintain or restore ecosystem composition 
and structure, such as reducing the risk of 
uncharacteristic wildfire effects. 

 When incidental to the accomplishment of a 
management activity not otherwise prohibited by 
this rule. 

 For personal or administrative use. 

Research Natural Areas 
 These areas are dedicated to non-manipulative 

research, observation, and study. 
 Timber harvest is not allowed. 
 Areas are withdrawn from mineral 

development. 
 No Surface Occupancy stipulation for oil & gas 

leases. 
 New road construction is not allowed. 
 Wildfire will usually be suppressed within these 

areas.  

Special Interest Areas 
 Timber harvest is not expected. 
 No Surface Occupancy stipulation for oil & gas 

leases. 
 New road construction is not expected. 
 Prescribed fire may be used for hazard 

reduction. 
Existing and Recommended Wild and Scenic Rivers 
In all of the Recommended Wild and Scenic Rivers, 
management activities will protect the river corridor 
values so as to not preclude their potential candidacy. 
The only existing Wild and Scenic River on the Zone is 
the St. Joe River on the IPNF. The upper portion of the 
river is classified as a wild river and is within the 
proposed Mallard Larkins wilderness area. The middle 
portion of the St. Joe is classified as a Recreational 
River.




